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Fitting the Socket-less Socket™ requires certified prosthetist training.  Find the 
most recent and additional training resources at Socket-Soft.com or 
MartinBionics.com, as we update this document regularly.  If you have any 
questions about the fitting, contact our clinical services team at 844-MBIONIC.
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Socket-less Socket cX™ Overview: 

The Socket-less Socket™ offers 
mu l t ip le poss ib le socket 
configurations.  Similar to an 
“erector set for prosthetics”, 
the Socket- less Socket™ 
allows the clinical practitioner 
to custom conf igure the 
socket design to best manage 
the end-user’s needs. There 
are numerous possible socket 
configurations that can be 
c u s t o m i z e d , a n d e v e r y 
element of the final socket 
des ign, inc luding socket 
shape, contouring, t issue 
management method, and 
s u s p e n s i o n , a r e c u s t o m 
selected and fit to each user’s 
specific needs.  

 

Ordering: 

Order ing the Socket- less 
Socket™ is simple.  All Socket-
less Sockets™ are pre-fit to the 
end-user out of the box, 
making the clinical fitting 
p r o c e s s e x p e d i t e d a n d 
efficient.    

Either mail us a cast or old 
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164781960

THINK FORWARD:  The Socket-less Socket™ configuration X™ comes with 
various suspension and tissue management options including the Flower Distal 
Cup™, AirHammock™ Modular Inner Socket, Mesh Fabric Inner Socket™ and 
Zero-Lanyard™ with BOA upon request. 
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socket of the user and we’ll 
pre-fit the socket to match 
the limb shape, or input limb 
measu rement s i n to the 
Socket-Soft.com web app, 
which converts them to a 
defined socket assembly 
through its sophisticated 
algorithm (A).  With either 
path we’ll send you a pre-
assembled socket whose fit is 
80% complete out-of-the-box 
(B).  During the fitting process the socket can be micro-adjusted to the user in 
real-time using simple hand tools. Martin Bionics now offers final fabrication for 
the Socket-less Socket™ (C).  Mail us the socket once the fitting and alignment is 
complete, and we'll prepare it for final delivery.   

The Socket-less Socket™ can be custom ordered in sizes ranging from pediatric 
to adult (up to 350 lb). 

Orders can be placed through any of the following for your convenience.  
Access the Socket-Soft™ fitting software at Socket-Soft.com. 

Selecting the Gel Liner: 

The gel liner type will be 
selected based on the type of 
s u s p e n s i o n a n d t i s s u e 
management method that 
will be used for the fitting.  You 
can integrate any form of 
suspension within the Socket-
less Socket™, including pin, 
l a n y a r d , S h a r k S k i n 
S u s p e n s i o n ™ , s u c t i o n /
vacuum, velcro, or Lateral 
Stabilizer (or Silesian belt). 
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Tissue Management Options: 

Every Socket-less Socket™ 
fitting requires some form of 
t i s s u e m a n a g e m e n t t o 
contain, control, and restrict 
the limb tissue.  The primary 
used t issue management 
m e t h o d s a r e t h e 
AirHammock™ Modular Inner 
S o c k e t ™ , F a b r i c I n n e r 
Socket™, or in some cases a 
traditional thermoplastic inner socket can be used 
if vacuum or suction suspension are desired.  The 
tissue management method will be selected 
based on the end user’s selected suspension and 
individual needs.    

AirHammock™ - The AirHammock™ Modular 
Inner Socket™ provides similar tissue containment 
as a traditional flexible inner socket but maintains 
the full volume accommodation abilities of the 
Socket-less Socket™.  Its modularity allows for 

Suspension Options Limb Type Corresponding Tissue 
Management Method

Flower Distal Cup™, using 
Zero-Lanyard™ with BOA.

Great for any limb length or shape. AirHammock™ or  Fabric 
Inner Socket™. 

SharkSkin Suspension™ Possible sole suspension for long limbs, or 
accessory suspension with others to 
eliminate micro-movements in the socket.

AirHammock™

Velcro Suspension User’s with good cognitive abilities, and 
often used along with SharkSkin™.

AirHammock™ or  Fabric 
Inner Socket™. 

Suction Suspension User’s who prefer to maintain traditional 
suction or vacuum suspension.

Thermoplastic distal cup, 
typically 1/2 - 2/3 length.
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THINK FORWARD:  Using a velcro-compatible fabric-covered liner such as the 
Willow Wood Spirit Liner provides a platform for integrating other useful tissue 
management and suspension options.  The velcro compatible covering allows 
for the Flower Distal Cup™ or Fabric Inner Socket™ to be directly attached.  
However, using a liner with an integrated matrix such as the Otto Bock Skeo 
Liner may provide sufficient tissue management by itself.  
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various numbers and sizes of AirHammock™ petals to be integrated.  Most 
fittings will use between 4 and 6 petals to contain and control the limb tissue. 

Various forms of suspension can be integrated within the AirHammock™ 
modular inner socket, including the Zero-Lanyard™ with BOA and SharkSkin 
Suspension™ (which work great together).    

Fabric Inner Socket™ - The Martin Bionics Mesh 
Fabric Inner Socket™ offers the functional 
equivalent of a conventional thermoplastic inner 
socket, but its open mesh is significantly lighter 
and cooler than a thermoplastic counterpart.  
Simply sew a sock out of the Martin Bionics non-
elastic mesh as snug as a traditional flexible inner 
socket, to contain the limb tissue with a 
hydrostatic fit for limb support. 

To connect the Fabric Inner 
Socket™ to a fabric covered 
liner, simply sew the included 
velcro dots towards its top 
inside edge.  These wil l 
e n g a g e w i t h a v e l c r o -
compatible fabric covered 
liner to hold it in place.  
Alternatively you can bond it 
to the gel liner along its 
proximal end with at least 4 
small attachment points, with 
a suitable bonding agent.  

Thermoplastic Inner Socket - A 
conventional  thermoplastic 
inner socket can be used in 
various configuration options 
to contain and control the 
limb tissue, or if suction or 
vacuum suspension is desired.  
Some users like the familiar 
c o n t a i n m e n t o f a 
thermoplastic inner socket, 
however, one disadvantage 
of using a conventional inner 
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socket is that it can decrease the inherent volume accommodation adjustability 
that the Socket-less Socket™ uniquely offers, if it extends too far proximally.   

A few of the common thermoplastic inner socket configurations include: 

A. Trimming the flexible inner socket to the distal 
1/2 to 2/3 of the limb length is the most 
common configuration.  Keeping the flexible 
inner socket trimmed low maintains the full 
dynamic conformity of the SwingBrim™ area.   

For knee disarticulation users, a relatively short 
flexible inner socket cup can be used around 
the condyles to provide a contoured end 
bearing support as needed.  

To create this thermoplastic flexible inner socket within the Socket-less 
Socket™ framework, simply custom-fit the socket to the user first, then take a 
cast in weight bearing within the Socket-less Socket™.  The weight bearing 
socket fit forms the cast shape to the final socket shape. This new order for 
casting provides a more intimately contoured cast shape by accounting for 
the actual weight bearing forces within the socket.  

B. A Socket-less Socket™ can be fit using a modified conventional flexible inner 
socket within the Socket-less Socket™ framework assembled around it.  This 
may be a solution for a user who wants to remain in their well fitting existing 
socket, but who wants a lighter weight system with more dynamics and 
comfort at the brim using the same integrated SwingBrim™ of the Socket-less 
Socket™.  Similar to ‘C’ below, simply modify the proximal trim line of the 
thermoplastic inner socket and integrate the SwingBrim™ in its place.  

C. The SwingBrim™ can also 
be retro-fit into a fully 
conventional socket, by 
modifying the frame and 
flexible inner socket trim 
lines and integrating the 
SwingBrim™ in its place. 
While this approach does 
n o t o f f e r t h e f u l l 
a d v a n t a g e s o f m o r e 
progressive Socket-less 
Socket™ configurations, it 
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does make a conventional socket brim ultra-comfortable. 

D. A conventional socket can also be more aggressively modified by removing 
the majority of the anterior, medial, and posterior socket walls and 
integrating the Socket-less Socket™ medial panel and SwingBrim™ in their 
place.   

Suspension Options:  

Unlike conventional fitting 
methods where changing 
suspension strategies typically 
requires re-casting the limb, or 
fabricating a new test socket, 
the Socket- less Socket™ 
allows you to quickly test 
various suspension types within 
t h e s a m e s o c k e t 
configuration, with only minor 
fitting adjustments at most. 

Zero-Lanyard™ with BOA - Lanyards are preferred over pin systems within the 
Socket-less Socket™, as lanyards’ inherent dynamic nature does not require the 
precision aligning during donning that pin systems require.  Our Zero-Lanyard™ 
system with integrated BOA offers a zero build height lanyard option, as it uses 
the existing laminating plate as the guide for the lanyard. 
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Click on each of the above images to see a 360º rotation of the socket.
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Flower Distal Cup™ with Pin/Lanyard Suspension - 
The Flower Distal Cup’s™ integrated pin/lanyard 
attachment allows for a velcro-compatible 
fabric-covered cushion liner to be turned into a 
locking liner.  The breadth that the Flower Distal 
Cup™ spans across the distal aspect of the limb 
effectively eliminates the milking effect found in 
conventional locking liners.   

The Flower Distal Cup™ may also be used as a 
method to contain and control the limb tissue 
within the Socket-less Socket™.  It eliminates the 
stretch of the liner and makes the limb feel like it 
is contained in a thermoplastic distal cup. 

The petals of the Flower Distal Cup™ can be trimmed in width or length with 
scissors.  If the user has trouble reflecting the gel liner inside out, simply trim the 
width and/or length of the Flower Distal Cup’s™ petals until the user is able to 
effectively invert the gel liner for donning.  For large diameter limbs, typically 
only minor trimming adjustments may be needed.  For small diameter limbs, 
more aggressive trimming may be done, such as trimming off every other petal.  
Once the Flower Distal Cup™ is trimmed appropriately, the user should be able 
to leave it on the liner and not have to remove it. 

SharkSkin Suspension™ - The SkarkSkin 
Suspens ion™ i s an e legant ly s imple 
suspension option which can be integrated 
(or retrofit) into any Socket-less Socket™ 
fitting.  The unique Sharkskin™ material has 
unidirectional friction which allows the limb to 
effortlessly slide into the socket, but helps 
prevent it from sliding back out until the 
socket is purposely loosened for doffing.   This 
may be used as a sole suspension option for long limbs, but for shorter or more 
conical limb shapes other primary suspension methods are often integrated 
such as a lanyard.  In these cases, the Sharkskin™ is still often used to reduce 
micro-movements within the socket by spreading the suspension forces 360º 
around the limb, and significantly increases the perceived lock about the limb. 

SharkSkin™ pads can be velcro attached to the socket and liner to directly 
oppose each other, facing in the opposite direction. Or they can be placed 
solely on the inside of the socket and engage directly against the velcro 
compatible liner material. 
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Velcro Suspension - Velcro suspension to a fabric-covered liner may be used as 
an accessory suspension method, typically along with SharkSkin™ Suspension, 
though some users prefer other forms of suspension for their primary suspension. 

Simply attach an included sticky backed velcro dot onto the inside of the lateral 
anchored strut to engage with a fabric-covered liner or the Fabric Inner 
Socket™.  It is preferable for the velcro dot to attach to the outside of the Fabric 
Inner Socket™ for simplicity in donning and doffing, versus the liner itself.  The 
adhesive on the back of the velcro will need to fully cure for at least 48 hours 
before it reaches its full strength.  Prior to that the velcro may pull off the socket 
when doffing the prosthesis, as the velcro’s hold to the liner may be stronger 
than the un-cured adhesive.   

Suction and Vacuum Suspension - A conventional thermoplastic inner socket 
can be used in various configurations to contain and control the limb tissue, or if 
suction or vacuum suspension is desired.  Some users like the familiar 
containment of a thermoplastic inner socket, however, one disadvantage of 
using a conventional inner socket is that it can decrease the inherent volume 
accommodation adjustability that the Socket-less Socket™ uniquely offers.   

See also the Tissue Management, Thermoplastic Inner Socket section for more 
details on integrating an inner socket within the Socket-less Socket™ system. 

Lateral Stabilizer - The lateral stabilizer can be used to 
provide added lateral stability for short residual limbs, 
or for accessory suspension, as a replacement for a 
Silesian Belt.  The Lateral Stabilizer anchors to the 
posterior lateral strut and wraps around the torso with 
a modular, lightweight contoured pad.    

 

Static and Dynamic Fitting: 

Fitting the Socket-less Socket™ 
to the limb is accomplished by 
micro-adjusting the cross 
connectors to position the 
anchored struts and floating 
panels in the correct locations 
around the limb. 
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 Cross Connector Adjustments: 

The numbered cross connectors 
holes are 1/2" apart.  The distance 
between hole "0" and hole "1" 
however is 3/4”, allowing for 
down to a 1/4” resolution in 
adjustability.  In final fabrication, 
the multi-hole cross connectors 
can be swapped for the single 
hole cross connectors to offer a 
more streamlined look. A cross 
connector should only span 
between two adjacent points of 
connection, so that it can swivel 
freely.  

Socket-Soft™ and Pre-Fitting Clinical Services™ establishes the correct starting 
position for the various cross connectors, and their general positions and 
orientations are purposed.  Adjustments will likely just need to be to their span. 

 Positioning the Anchor Struts and Floating Panels: 

Have the user donn the socket with liner and micro-adjust the cross connectors 
and SwingBrim™ to place the struts and floating panels in their correct positions.  

The Posterior Lateral Anchored Strut should be placed with its proximal end just 
posterior and proximal to the greater trochanter, in the 'wallet hollow', and with 
the length of the strut in the channel along the posterior-lateral femur, on the 
lateral border of the hamstrings. 

The Anterior Medial Anchored Strut sits directly over the adductor muscle belly, 
with its proximal end aimed directly over the adductor longus tendon.   The two 
anchored struts create the foundation of the socket, similar to a hammock 
stand, and are what the SwingBrim™ suspends from.  They are positioned 
roughly 45 degrees to the line of progression.   
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THINK FORWARD:  During the fitting periodically check the connections of the 
Thumb Screw and Truss Nut fasteners to make sure all are tight - especially at 
the brim level.  The user could fall if a truss nut comes disconnected while the 
user is pressing weight into the socket.  It is also important to make sure that the 
Truss Nuts are not clamped against the cross connectors, but rather allowed to 
swivel freely when tightened down, to prevent backing out.



The Posterior Medial Floating Panel should sit under the tuberosity level, though it 
does not provide rigid ischial support.  This position should symmetrically frame 
the hamstrings muscle belly along with the posterior lateral anchored strut. 
Similar to the anterior medial anchored strut, its proximal end is attached to the 
SwingBrim™ with a velcro swivel via the AirHammock™ petal.    

And lastly, the Femoral Lock Pad should sit just anterior to the femur to lock the 
femoral position within the socket.  Adjust its cross connectors and ratchet to lay 
flat against the limb and give an even pull across the limb.  The distal femur 
should be captured and controlled between the posterior lateral anchored strut 
and the femoral lock pad, leaving the sensitive distal femur free floating in 
space with no rigid structure to hit.  If you need to post the femur more, you can 
add a pad under the AirHammock™ petal, proximal to the end of the femur to 
further post it.   

In most cases, the struts will not need to extend past the end of the limb.  
Maintain at least three free holes at the distal end of the anchored struts to 
attach the fitting components.  The struts can be cut to length directly between 
the mounting holes with a bandsaw or hacksaw. Use a grinder or sander to 
knock off any sharp edges.  

Typically only the proximal few inches of the posterior lateral anchored strut will 
be contoured to match the body shape, with the remainder remaining straight.  

Make sure the position of the anterior proximal ratchet sits in a comfortable 
position across the limb.  Adjust it so that its pad rests across as much of the limb 
as possible, keeping the necessary adjustability length to the ratchet.   If desired, 
you can swap to a different ratchet or velcro strap in place of the ratchet.  The 
distal ratchet doesn't need as much ratcheting power as the top, so it can more 
easily be swapped with a velcro strap.   

With each of the anchored struts and floating panels in their correct position 
around the limb, the cross connectors should be tight across the limb.   

 SwingBrim™ Adjustments: 

Just like sitting into a climbing harness or hammock, the SwingBrim™ suspends 
from the posterior lateral anchored strut and the anterior medial anchored strut, 
and conforms to the user’s limb shape in real-time, making it ultra-comfortable.  
The SwingBrim™ provides true ischial containment, but it feels like a sub-ischial 
socket. Making the brim of the socket comfortable is now the simplest part of 
the socket fitting.  
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Start by tightening the posterior swing webbing to cup into the gluteal fold, so 
that it supports the limb, but make sure that the posterior proximal cross 
connector remains tight against the limb.   

Next adjust the perineal webbing section of the SwingBrim™ to create a pocket 
for the adductors.  To make this adjustment, un-velcro the arch pad to tighten 
the perineal webbing.  Replace the arch pad with its anterior swivel about ½” 
inset from the end.  Make sure the proximal medial cross connector remains 
tight.  The brims’ adductor pocket contouring has a lot of margin, and does not 
need to be too specific to make comfortable.   

The arch pad can be positioned up or down on the SwingBrim™ to create the 
desired brim shape.  Although you will rarely need to, you can modify the arch 
pad’s shape, or trim off the edge Velcro to soften the edge of the arch pad.    

 AirHammock™ Adjustments: 

Once the struts and floating 
panels are all in the correct 
position around the limb, 
donn the socket and note the 
p o s i t i o n t h a t t h e d i s t a l 
AirHammock™ receptacle 
should fit to sit flush with the 
end of the limb.  As necessary, 
disconnect and re-mount the 
receptacle into alternative 
holes along the length of the 
petals.  During the fitting it is 
simplest to mount the petals to the outside of the receptacle.  This will allow you 
to easily micro-adjust its position on the petals.    Once established, the petals 
will mount to the inside of the receptacle in their definitive form.   

The distal AirHammock™ receptacle should suspend from the petals, and gives 
the AirHammock™ Modular Inner Socket™ a “hammock effect”.  This eliminates 
a rigid distal end of the socket.  If tissue is protruding between the struts and 
floating panels in any given area, you can add additional AirHammock™ petals 
to contain and control the limb tissue. Typically just one or two additional petals 
is all that will be needed.   

Keep in mind that you can contain the limb tissue through other tissue 
management methods including the gel liner dynamics itself, the Fabric Inner 
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Socket™, the AirHammock™, or any combination thereof.  The socket likely will 
not feel right to the user without some form of tissue containment. 

Once the tissue management method and suspension have been integrated, 
you can perform dynamic alignment just the same as you would in 
conventional socket fittings.  

Aligning the Socket to the Knee: 

The Socket-less Socket™ can be mounted either to the Fitting Components or to 
a Thermoplastic Alignment Test Socket to attach to the knee - each are 
described below.  After static aligning the socket to the knee, donn the socket 
and micro-adjust  the socket fit around the limb in weight bearing.   

 Aligning Without Fitting Components:  

If using a Thermoformed 
Alignment Test Socket, begin 
by dry-fitting the Socket-less 
Socket™ to the limb. Once 
the correct fit is established, 
simply cast over the distal 
end of the socket to capture 
alignment and position of the 
two anchored struts, while 
holding them in the desired 
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THINK FORWARD:  All conventional alignment tools are still able to be used 
within the Socket-less Socket™ fitting.  Offset plates, slide units, flexion 
contracture plates, and the like may still be helpful tools in establishing final 
socket alignment, just as in conventional socket fittings.  If you anticipate 
needing additional alignment tools for your fitting, add them when bench 
aligning the socket onto the knee. 

https://
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Aligning Without  
Fitting Components
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medial/lateral compression against the limb.  This cast will be used to create a 
short thermoplastic test socket to mount the struts to.  The test socket can then 
be mounted to the knee components with gunk or Fabtech glue.   

 Aligning With Fitting Components: 

As an alternative to creating a 
Thermoformed Alignment Test 
Socket method as described 
a b o v e , t h e F i t t i n g 
Components can be used as 
an in-office tool to establish 
the s tat ic and dynamic 
alignment of the anchored 
struts to the knee.  These will 
be transferred out in the final 
fabrication and replaced with 
the rabbit ear lamination.  
Heavy duty and pediatric fitting components are also available. 

The lollipop base plates have a dot on one 
side of their peripheral end - both dots face 
up when they are configured for a left fitting, 
and both dots face down for use in a right 
fitting.  If additional angle adjustability is 
needed in one of the lollipop base plates, it 
can be flipped to provide additional range of 
motion.  Proper assembly has the posterior 
lollipop base plate positioned over the top of 
the anterior.    

Bench align the Socket-less Socket™ to the 
Fitting Components using the procedure in this 
sections video, and also listed below.   

1.  Attach the lollipop base plate assembly 
onto the knee, keeping the four mounting 
screws loose to allow them to freely rotate.   

2.  Next, mount the through hole tube clamps, 
with attached blue pylons and male pyramid adaptors, onto the distal three 
holes of the anchored Struts.   
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3. Bench align the Socket-less Socket™ to the fitting components by attaching 
just the posterior blue pylon’s male pyramid onto the posterior lollipop base 
plate in the correct flexion and abduction angles, using standard alignment 
principles as a conventional socket. 

4. Twist the blue pylon within the through ole tube clamp to establish the 
correct angle of the male pyramid so that it lays flat on the lollipop base 
plate in the correct alignment.  The male/female adaptor between the blue 
pylon and male pyramid may be used to micro-adjust the socket alignment 
over the knee.  Once the correct blue pylon rotation and male pyramid 
angle are established, hand tighten the mounting screw to connect the blue 
pylon’s male pyramid to the lollipop base plate.    

5. Once the correct socket alignment is established with the posterior blue 
pylon to the posterior lollipop base plate, rotate the anterior blue pylon and 
anterior lollipop base plate such that they both line up, and determine the 
most appropriate hole to mount into.  Similar to mounting the posterior blue 
pylon and male pyramid, twist the anterior blue pylon and micro-adjust the 
male pyramid’s angle so that it lays flush against the lollipop base plate.   

6. Tighten the four base mounting screws to solidify the position of the lollipop 
base plates to its distal female pyramid and proximal blue laminating plate. 

7. Donn the Socket-less Socket™ and confirm that the overall height is correct, 
as well as the height of the blue laminating plate with respect to the end of 
the residual limb.  If additional space is needed, loosen the blue pylons within 
the through hole tube clamps to allow the blue pylons to extend further 
upward, providing additional space for the end of the residual limb.     

Final Fabrication: 

The final fabrication can be completed in-house or can be sent to Martin Bionics 
to complete.  If sending to Martin Bionics, ensure that all set screws are 
sufficiently tightened to not come loose during shipping.  If accomplishing in-
house, see also the separate fabrication training instructions.   
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Fitting Component Set Weight Limit Distal Connector

Heavy Duty Fitting Components 350 lbs / 158 kg Standard 4 Hole

Standard Fitting Components 250 lbs / 113 kg Standard 4 Hole

Junior Fitting Components 180 lbs / 81 kg Standard OR Pediatric

Pediatric Fitting Components 100 lbs / 45 kg Pediatric 4 Hole



Donning the Socket-less Socket™: 

The Socket-less Socket™ can 
be donned in sitting or in 
standing.  Since the limb tissue 
no longer has to be pulled or 
pushed in to a conf ined 
bucket, the donning process 
s h o u l d b e n o m o r e 
challenging than putting on a 
pair of tennis shoes. 

Socket-less Socket™ Coding: 

The Socket-less Socket™ has numerous possible configurations including 
selecting various forms of suspension and tissue management options.  As such 
you will bill according to the socket design you make for your patient, using 
existing coding.  Watch this video to see some of the possible configurations of 
the Socket-less Socket™: https://vimeo.com/164781960 

Medicare has approved coding for the Socket-less Socket™.  A reference is 
copied below: 

Correct Coding - Martin Bionics Socket-less Socket - Revised 

Effective June 1, 2016 

DME MAC Joint Publication 

Originally published March 10, 2016 

This article revises the Correct Coding article published March 10, 2016, to provide specific 
HCPCS codes for Medicare billing. 

The Socket-less Socket™ (Martin Bionics) is an open frame above-knee socket design. This 
product uses a combination of fixed and floating struts attached to a base and connected by 
adjustable straps to form the structure of the socket. The product is supplied as a prefabricated 
kit and fit directly to the beneficiary. 

Existing HCPCS L-codes used for above-knee lower limb prosthesis sockets describe items which 
enclose the residual limb to provide the stability, proprioception, and suspension necessary for 
the effective use of an artificial limb. Although the Socket-less Socket™ is different in design from 
traditional sockets described by the existing L-codes, we have determined that this product is an 
effective alternative, and that existing HCPCS codes appropriately describe the product. The 
correct combination of codes to bill Medicare for this item are: 

Base code: 
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If this product is included as part of a complete prosthesis, the base socket is included as part of 
the prosthesis base code. Chose the appropriate base code depending upon the type 
provided. 

L5321 - SOCKET ABOVE KNEE, MOLDED SOCKET, OPEN END, SACH FOOT, ENDOSKELETAL SYSTEM, 
SINGLE AXIS KNEE. 

L5590 - PREPARATORY, ABOVE KNEE - KNEE DISARTICULATION ISCHIAL LEVEL SOCKET, NON-
ALIGNABLE SYSTEM, PYLON NO COVER, SACH FOOT, LAMINATED SOCKET, MOLDED TO MODEL 

The addition codes discussed below (L5631, L5649, L5950) and choice of suspension must be 
included on the same claim for the complete prosthesis i.e., the claim that includes one of the 
above codes. 

If this product is provided as a replacement to an existing socket, in addition to the add-on 
codes below (L5631, L5649, L5950) and choice of suspension, for the base code, use: 

L5701 - REPLACEMENT, SOCKET, ABOVE KNEE/KNEE DISARTICULATION, INCLUDING ATTACHMENT 
PLATE, MOLDED TO PATIENT MODEL. 

Do not use L5321 or L5590 for billing a replacement socket for an existing prosthesis. 

Addition codes: 

Use these codes on all claims in addition to the base code: 

L5631 - ADDITION TO LOWER EXTREMITY, ABOVE KNEE OR KNEE DISARTICULATION, ACRYLIC 
SOCKET. 

L5649 - ADDITION TO LOWER EXTREMITY, ISCHIAL CONTAINMENT/NARROW M-L SOCKET. 

L5950 - ADDITION, ENDOSKELETAL SYSTEM, ABOVE KNEE, ULTRALIGHT MATERIAL (TITANIUM, 
CARBON FIBER OR EQUAL). 

The combination of base and addition codes listed above include all the features and functions 
of the Socket-less Socket™.  HCPCS code L5999 must not be used to bill for features or functions 
included in the socket. Use of L5999 in this manner will be rejected as incorrect coding 
(unbundling). 

Suspension: 

HCPCS add-on L-codes used to describe the type of suspension incorporated into the socket 
may be added to the claim. Use of more than one type of suspension is considered incorrect 
billing (same/similar item). 

Other Additions: 

HCPCS codes describing features that may not be necessary on all sockets may only be used 
when the feature is provided for the individual beneficiary. Some examples of features that are 
not automatically included in every socket or for all beneficiaries are (not all-inclusive): 

L5651 - ADDITION TO LOWER EXTREMITY, ABOVE KNEE, FLEXIBLE INNER SOCKET, EXTERNAL FRAME 

L5920 - ADDITION, ENDOSKELETAL SYSTEM, ABOVE KNEE OR HIP DISARTICULATION, ALIGNABLE 
SYSTEM 

NOTE: The Socket-less Socket™ includes an option to use a combination of "flower distal cup 
technology with special NASA-based mesh fabric" as a functional alternative to a flexible inner 
socket. This combination of materials is not considered to be a flexible inner socket and must not 
be coded using L5651. L5999 must not be used for these items as payment for these materials is 
considered included in the payment for the base code. Separate claims for these materials will 
be denied as incorrect coding (unbundling). 
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The prosthetic record must include specific, detailed information justifying the need for each 
additional feature. 

Test sockets (L5624 - ADDITION TO LOWER EXTREMITY, TEST SOCKET, ABOVE KNEE) are not 
necessary for the production of this socket design. Claims for L5624 in conjunction with this 
socket design are considered incorrect billing. 

Refer to the Lower Limb Prosthesis Local Coverage Determination and related Policy Article for 
additional information on coverage, coding and documentation for artificial limbs. 

For questions about correct coding, contact the Pricing, Data Analysis and Coding (PDAC) 
contractor Contact Center at (877) 735-1326 during the hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. CT, Monday 
through Friday, or e-mail the PDAC by completing the DME PDAC Contact Form. 

Last Updated Aug 04, 2016
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